A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
it was under John that it was introduced. It was not a principle
or a policy; it was a mere necessity for money that had this
effect; and no one foresaw to what it would lead,
The Great Charter. But these efforts at gathering money
broke down under the acute necessities of the English Crown,
as the revenue from Anjou, Normandy, and Brittany failed and
the French provinces were overrun and conquered by Philip
Augustus. By the year 1213 the burden had become intolerable,
and there was danger of a breakdown. The chief feudal fortunes
(including, of course, the great ecclesiastical endowments) were
paying something like 50 per cent, in what we should call income
tax, and Stephen de Langton, nominated by the great Pope
Innocent III to the Archbishopric of Canterbury, began to lead
a revolt against further payment.
Stephen was a remarkable man; a poet (in the French tongue,
of course) and an acute politician. He had made his chief
reputation in the University of Paris, of which he may have been
Rector; the Pope had him made cardinal, and it was from Rome
that he had been nominated—or, rather, under Papal auspices,
elected—by the monks of Canterbury to be Archbishop. The
Pope required John's aid against the Emperor, with whom he
was perpetually struggling, and John took advantage of this to
put pressure upon the Pope by refusing to receive Stephen de
Langton in England. England had been put under an interdict
by the Pope—that is, the sacraments had been refused save in
cases of extreme necessity and all the externals of religion
interrupted. John had been excommunicated by the Pope, who
appealed to Philip Augustus in 1212 to carry out the sentence.
Then John had given way, and, with the support of his barons,,
had sheltered himself from further trouble by calling the Pope
his feudal superior, and making a small token payment of what
we should call to-day about ^20,000 a year, as a symbol of his.
new feudal position, which he hoped would give him the support
of the Pope and with it the power to overcome any rebellion
with which the enormous increase in taxation threatened him.
He allied himself with the Emperor in a great coalition against
Philip Augustus. But on July 27, 1214, this coalition was
destroyed by Philip Augustus in the decisive victory of Bouvines,
just outside Lille, where the English, the Anglo-Norman gentry,
the 'Germans, and the Flemings saw their army crushed.
This disaster led to the Rebellion of the Rich, which had been,
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